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Programme  of  the 
Workers'  Party  of  Canada 


i. 

CAPITALISM    AND    THE    LABOR  MOVEMENT 
BEFORE  THE  WORLD  WAR 

The  outbreak  of  the  world  war  marked  the  close  of  a 
great  historic  period.  Capitalism,  the  social  system  based 
on  the  class  ownership  of  the  means  of  production,  and 
maintained  by  the  coercive  power  of  the  bourgeois  State, 
was  then  in  its  period  of  expansion.  That  was  a  period 
of  mass  production,  accumulation  of  capital,  extension  of 
the  world  market  by  the  acquisition  of  colonies  and  spheres 
of  influence  to  absorb  the  surplus  of  commodities  and 
capital.  It  is  true  that  as  a  result  of  its  anarchic  produc- 
tion, capitalism  suffered  from  recurrent  crises  even  then; 
but,  assisted  by  the  safety  valve  of  emigration,  it  was  able 
regularly  to  recover  its  equilibrium.  It  is  also  true  that 
there  were  always  great  masses  of  the  workers  on  the 
poverty  line;  but  it  was  not  these  masses  that  determined 
the  policies  of  the  working  class.  For  that  was  also  the 
great  period  of  the  development  of  the  organized  labor 
movement,  with  its  trade  unions,  co-operatives  and 
political  parties.  And  since  the  enormous  profits  that  the 
capitalist  class  derived  from  the  exploitation  of  the 
workers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  disposed  it  to  share  a 
little  of  the  spoil,  rather  than  invite  a  fundamental  chal- 
lenge to  the  capitalist  system,  the  policy  of  organized 
labor  tended  to  be  conservative,  reformist  and  opportunist. 
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II. 


IMPERIALISM   AND  THE  LABOR  MOVEMENT 
TO-DAY 

For  this  policy  of  adaptation  to  the  legal  and  economic 
conditions  of  capitalism,  the  workers  were  to  pay  a  terrible 
price.  In  spite  of  peace  tribunals  and  their  hypocritical 
professions,  the  economic  rivalries  engendered  by  the 
monopolist  tendencies  of  the  great  imperialist  powers 
continued  to  find  expression  in  ever-increasing  armaments. 
When  the  subsequent  explosion  came,  the  bewildered 
working  class  was  caught  completely  off  its  guard,  and 
the  organized  labor  movement  transformed,  by  the 
treachery  of  the  reactionary  labor  leaders,  into  an  adjunct 
of  the  imperialist  war  machine.  As  a  result  of  the  pro- 
longed slaughter  that  followed,  international  exchanges 
collapsed,  factories  closed  down,  millions  of  workers  were 
thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  and  the  very 
foundations  of  capitalism  undermined.  Faced  by  this 
situation,  the  capitalist  class  is  making  frantic  efforts  to 
re-establish  the  equilibrium  of  capitalism  by  a  general 
attack  on  the  living  standards  of  the  workers.  Wages 
have  been  cut,  agreements  broken  and  concessions  with- 
drawn. Finally,  in  order  to  make  its  systematic  campaign 
for  the  reduction  of  the  workers'  living  standards  effective, 
they  have  launched  an  equally  ruthless  offensive  for  the 
destruction  of  the  mass  organizations  of  the  workers. 
Under  these  changed  conditions,  the  international  labor 
movement  is  of  necessity  being  transformed  into  an 
organ  of  revolutionary  struggle  against  capitalism. 

III. 

THE  RUSSIAN  REVOLUTION  AND  THE  FIRST 
WORKERS'  REPUBLIC 

The  general  revolutionary  movement  at  the  close  of 
the  imperialist  war  and  during  the  succeeding  period  was 
marked  by  unprecedented  intensity,  and  particularly  by 
the  Russian  Revolution,  which  established  the  first 
Workers'  Republic.  Although  this  first  revolutionary 
wave  was  checked  in  other  countries,  the  Russian  Soviet 
Republic  has,  nevertheless,  been  able  to  withstand  the 
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united  efforts  of  the  imperialist  powers  to  overthrow  the 
rule  of  the  workers,  and  remains  the  incarnation  of  the 
struggle  of  the  world  proletariat  for  its  emancipation. 

The  Workers'  Party  recognizes  in  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion the  first  section  of  the  World  Revolution.  Basing  its 
policies  on  the  international  character  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle,  it  will  strive  to  make  the  Canadian  labor  move- 
ment an  integral  part  of  the  revolutionary  movement  of 
the  workers  of  the  world.  Disillusioned  by  the  treacherous 
conduct  of  their  own  leaders  and  inspired  by  the  pro- 
letarian revolution  of  Russia,  the  workers  of  the  world 
have  organized  the  Communist  International.  Despite 
the  bitter  opposition  of  the  capitalists  and  their  labor 
lieutenants,  the  Communist  International  has  grown 
rapidly,  and  become  a  world  power,  the  citadel  and  hope 
of  the  workers  of  every  country.  The  Workers'  Party 
will  expose  the  Second  International,  which  is  continually 
splitting  the  ranks  of  Labor  and  betraying  the  working 
masses  to  the  enemy.  It  will  also  warn  and  guard  the 
workers  against  the  attempts  of  the  so-called  Two-and-a- 
Half  International  to  mislead  the  workers.  Further, 
recognizing  that  the  Communist  International  is  the  only 
real  centre  of  the  world  revolutionary  activities,  the 
Workers'  Party  will  strive  to  rally  the  workers  under  the 
banner  of  the  Third  International. 

I 

PLATFORM 

The  Workers'  Party  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  hitherto  existing  parties  to  co-ordinate  and 
lead  the  working  class  in  its  struggles  against  capitalism. 
The  Socialist  parties  have  practically  disappeared  from 
the  political  scene  owing  to  their  sectarianism.  The 
reformist  labor  parties  have  failed  to  recognize  the  class 
struggle  and  have  functioned  chiefly  as  electioneering 
machines.  In  opposition  to  the  principles  and  tactics  of 
the  above  parties,  the  Workers'  Party  will  strive  to  be  at 
one  and  the  same  time  a  party  of  action,  which  is  also 
the  party  of  the  masses. 

The  general  program  of  the  Workers'  Party  shall  be: 
1.  To  consolidate  the  existing  labor  organizations  and 
develop  them  into  organs  of  militant  struggle  against 
capitalism;  to  permeate  the  labor  unions  and  strive  to 
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replace  the  present  reactionary  leadership  by  revolutionary 
leadership. 

2.  To  participate  in  the  elections  and  the  general 
political  life  of  the  country.  Its  representatives  in  the 
various  legislative  and  administrative  institutions  will 
expose  the  sham  democracy  of  capitalism  and  help  to 
mobilize  the  workers  for  the  final  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  state.  They  will  give  conscious  and  public 
expression  to  the  every-day  grievances  of  the  working 
class  in  concrete  demands  upon  the  capitalist  governments 
and  their  institutions. 

3.  To  lead  in  the  fight  for  the  immediate  needs  of  the 
workers,  broaden  and  deepen  their  demands,  organize 
and  develop  out  of  the  every-day  struggles  a  force  for  the 
abolition  of  capitalism. 

4.  To  work  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and 
capitalist  dictatorship  by  the  conquest  of  political  power, 
the  establishment  of  the  working  class  dictatorship  and 
the  Workers'  Republic. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  WORKERS' 
PARTY  OF  CANADA 

Article  I. 
NAME  AND  PURPOSE 

Section  1. — The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be 
"The  Workers'  Party  of  Canada."  Its  purpose  shall  be 
to  educate  and  organize  the  working  class  for  the  abolition 
of  capitalism  through  the  establishment  of  the  Workers' 
Republic. 

Article  II. 
EMBLEM 

Section  1. — The  emblem  of  the  party  shall  be  the 
crossed  hammer  and  sickle,  with  a  circular  margin, 
having  at  the  top,  "Workers'  Party  of  Canada,"  and  the 
words,  "Workers  of  the  World  Unite,"  below. 
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Article  III. 


Section  1.-— Applicants  for  membership  shall  sign  an 
application  card  reading  as  follows: 

"I,  the  undersigned,  declare  my  adherence  to  the 
principles  and  tactics  of  the  Workers'  Party  of  Canada, 
as  expressed  in  the  program  and  constitution,  and  agree 
to  submit  to  the  discipline  of  the  party,  and  pledge  myself 
to  engage  actively  in  its  work." 

Section  2. — Every  member  shall  join  a  duly  constituted 
branch  of  the  Party,  if  such  exists  in  the  territory  where 
he  lives.  Applicants  living  in  territories  where  the  W.P. 
of  C.  has  no  organized  branch  may  become  members  at 
large. 

Section  3. — All  applicants  for  membership  must  be 
endorsed  and  recommended  by  two  persons  who  have 
been  members  for  not  less  than  three  months.  An 
applicant  must  be  present  in  person  when  application 
is  acted  upon. 

Article  IV. 

Section  1. — The  basic  units  of  organization  of  the 
Workers'  Party  of  Canada  shall  be: 

(a)  The  branch  of  not  less  than  five  members. 

(b)  Members  at  large  who  shall  be  connected  with  the 
nearest  district  organization. 

(c)  Such  special  forms  of  local  organization  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  Central  Executive  Committee. 

Section  2. — Two  or  more  branches  in  the  same  city 
shall  form  a  City  Central  Committee.  The  City  Central 
Committee  may  include  branches  in  adjacent  territory. 

Section  3. — The  C.E.C.  is  empowered  to  designate 
the  boundaries  of  the  district  organization  which  may 
include  more  than  one  Province  or  parts  of  Provinces, 
such  boundaries  to  be  fixed  with  regard  to  Industrial 
rather  than  Provincial  divisions. 

Article  V. 
ADMINISTRATION 

Section  1. — The  supreme  body  of  the  Workers'  Party 
of  Canada  shall  be  the  Convention  of  the  Party. 

Section  2. — Between  conventions  the  Central  Executive 
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Committee,  elected  by  the  Convention,  shall  be  the 
supreme  body  of  the  Party  and  shall  direct  all  the  activities 
of  the  Party. 

Section  3. — The  administrative  power  of  the  district 
shall  be  vested  in  the  District  Convention. 

Section  4. — Between  District  Conventions  the  ad- 
ministrative power  of  the  district  shall  be  vested  in  the 
District  Committee  elected  by  the  District  Convention. 
District  Organizers  appointed  by  the  C.E.C.  shall  be 
members  of  the  District  Committee  and  carry  on  their 
work  under  its  supervision. 

Section  5. — The  City  Central  Committee  shall  consist 
of  delegates  elected  by  the  branches.  Every  branch  shall 
have  at  least  one  delegate.  The  City  Central  Committee 
shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  for  every  ten  members 
in  the  city.  The  Citv  Central  Committee  shall  meet  at 
least  twice  a  month.  The  City  Central  Committee  shall 
elect  their  officers:  a  Secretary,  Executive  Committee,  and 
such  other  officers  as  they  may  see  fit.  The  District 
Executive  Committee  reserves  the  right  of  approval  of  the 
Secretary. 

Section  6. — All  language  branches  must  affiliate  with 
their  respective  language  sections.  There  shall  be  only 
one  section  in  each  language. 

Article  VI. 
CONVENTIONS 

Section  1. — The  Convention  is  the  supreme  body  of 
the  Party,  and  shall  be  called  by  the  Central  Executive 
Committee  at  least  once  a  year. 

Section  2. — Emergency  Conventions,  with  all  the 
powers  of  regular  Conventions,  may  be  called  by  the 
C.E.C,  or  upon  demand  of  district  organizations  repres- 
senting  40  per  cent,  of  the  membership. 

Section  3. — The  number  of  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention  shall  be  determined  by  the  Central  Executive 
Committee.  Delegates  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  Dis- 
tricts according  to  membership  based  upon  average  dues 
paid  for  the  period  of  four  months  prior  to  call  for  the 
Convention.  The  Districts  shall  apportion  the  number 
to  be  elected  by  City  Conventions  on  the  same  basis. 
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Section  4. — Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall 
be  elected  by  District  Convent  ions.  Branches  in  organized 
cities  shall  elect  delegates  to  a  city  convention  which  in 
turn  shall  elect  the  delegates  to  the  district  conventions. 
The  number  of  delegates  to  which  each  branch  is  entitled 
shall  be  decided  by  the  City  Central  Committee  according 
to  membership  as  above.  Where  there  is  no  City  Central 
organization,  the  branch  shall  elect  delegates  directly  to 
the  district  Convention. 

Section  5. — City  and  District  secretaries  and  organizers 
shall  attend  the  Conventions  of  their  respective  units  and 
shall  have  a  voice  but  no  vote  unless  elected  as  delegates 
themselves. 

Section  6. — Branch,  City  and  District  Conventions 
may  elect  as  delegates  members  of  the  Party  from  any 
unit  outside  their  territorial  divisions. 

Section  7. — At  the  same  time  as  the  call  for  the  Con- 
vention is  issued,  the  Central  Executive  Committee  shall 
submit  to  every  branch  for  discussion  the  agenda  and 
other  propositions  that  are  to  come  before  the  Convention. 
At  least  sixty  days  before  the  Convention  the  party  press 
shall  be  open  for  discussion  of  important  Party  matters. 
District  Committees  may  submit  propositions  to  be 
included  in  the  agenda. 

Section  8. — Delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
shall  be  paid  railroad  expenses  and  a  certain  amount 
per  diem  to  be  determined  by  the  Central  Executive 
Committee. 

Article  VII. 
CENTRAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Section  1. — Between  Conventions  the  C.E.C.  shall 
be  the  supreme  body  of  the  Party,  which  shall  direct  all 
the  party  activities. 

Section  2. — The  C.E.C.  shall  be  composed  as  follows: 

(a)  Seven  members  to  be  elected  by  the  Convention, 
to  compose  the  Administrative  Council  of  the 
Party,  who  shall  reside  in  the  city  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city  designated  as  a  seat  of  the  National 
Headquarters  by  the  Convention. 

(b)  Four  members  shall  also  be  elected  representing 
the  other  most  important  districts  in  the  country. 
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(c)  These  eleven  members  in  conjunction  with  the 
District  Organizers,  the  Secretaries  and  one  repre- 
sentative of  each  language  Federation  Bureau, 
shall  compose  the  Central  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Party.  The  District  Organizers,  the  Secre- 
taries and  representatives  of  the  Language  Federa- 
tion Bureaux  shall  have  a  voice  but  no  vote  in  the 
C.  E.  C.  meetings. 

(d)  The  C.E.C.  shall  meet  at  least  once  every  four 
months.  An  emergency  meeting  of  the  C.E.C. 
shall  be  called  at  the  request  of  at  least  five  mem- 
bers of  the  C.E.C. 

(e)  The  C.E.C.  shall  define  the  powers  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Council  of  the  Party. 

Section  3. — The  Convention  shall  elect  eleven  alter- 
nates, to  fill  vacancies  in  order  of  vote.  When  the  list  of 
alternates  is  exhausted,  the  C.E.C.  shall  have  the  right 
of  co-optation. 

Section  4. — The  Central  Executive  Committee  shall 
elect  the  Executive  Secretary,  the  Chairman  of  the  Party, 
and  all  other  officers. 

Section  5. — The  Central  Executive  Committee  shall 
appoint  District  Organizers  and  all  national  officials. 
It  shall  create  sub-committees  for  the  proper  direction 
of  its  activities. 

Section  6. — The  Central  Executive  Committee  shall 
make  a  monthly  report  of  the  Party  activities  and  Party 
finances  itemized  by  districts. 

Section  7. — The  Central  Executive  Committee  shall 
divide  the  country  into  districts  in  accordance  with 
Article  IV,  Section  3,  provided  that  the  boundary  lines 
of  the  district  shall  not  be  changed  within  four  months 
prior  to  the  National  Party  Convention. 

Section  8. — A  complete  auditing  and  accounting 
of  all  Party  funds  shall  be  made  every  six  months.  The 
Convention  shall  elect  a  committee  of  three  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  C.E.C. 

Section  9. — All  press  and  propaganda  activities  shall 
be  under  the  full  control  of  the  C.E.C. 
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Article  VIII. 


DISTRICT  AND  SUBORDINATE  UNITS 

Section  1. — The  C.E.C.  shall  appoint  District  Organ- 
izers for  each  district. 

Section  2. — Every  District  Organizer  shall  make  com- 
plete reports  to  the  District  Executive  Committee  as  to 
the  general  Party  work  in  his  district.  He  shall  submit 
and  carry  out  the  instructions  and  decisions  of  the  C.E.C. 
He  shall  make  remittances  and  financial  statements 
regularly  to  the  C.E.C.  He  shall  submit  financial  state- 
ments to  the  membership  in  his  district  at  least  once  a 
month. 

Section  3. — District  Conventions  shall  be  held  within 
thirty  days  of  the  National  Convention.  The  District 
Convention  shall  elect  six  members  to  the  District 
Executive  Committee.  These  six  members,  together 
with  the  District  Organizer,  who  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  District  Executive  Committee,  with  voice  and  vote, 
shall  supervise  the  activities  of  the  District  and  shall 
regularly  submit  the  minutes  of  its  meetings  to  the 
Central  Executive  Committee.  All  actions  of  the  District 
Executive  Committee  are  subject  to  approval  by  the 
Central  Executive  Committee. 

Section  4. — The  District  Executive  Committee  shall 
determine  the  boundaries  of  the  City  Locals. 

Section  5. — The  City  Central  Committee  shall  have  the 
supervision  of  activities  in  the  local,  and  shall  make 
regular  reports  of  its  activities  to  the  District  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  6. — The  City  Central  Committee  shall  consist 
of  one  delegate  for  every  ten  members  in  branches. 
Each  branch  shall  be  represented  by  at  least  one  delegate. 

Section  7. — The  City  Central  Committee  shall  elect 
a  City  Executive  Committee  consisting  of  from  five  to 
seven  members.  It  shall  act  for  the  City  Central  Commit- 
tee between  meetings. 

Section  8. — Branches  shall  consist  of  members  as 
provided  in  Article  III,  Section  1.  Each  branch  shall 
elect  an  executive  committee  and  branch  organizer  and 
delegates  to  the  City  Central  Committee  and  such  other 
officers  as  necessary. 
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Article  IX. 


LANGUAGE  SECTIONS 

Section  1. — Language  branches  shall  consist  of  mem- 
bers speaking  the  same  language.  Language  branches  of 
the  same  language  shall  be  formed  into  a  language  section 
provided  they  shall  have  at  least  300  members.  There 
shall  be  only  one  section  in  each  language.  Alt  language 
branches  must  affiliate  with  their  respective  language 
section. 

Section  2. — All  language  branches  shall  be  integral 
parts  of  the  party  structure  in  their  localities,  and  shall 
perform  and  carry  out  all  Party  functions  and  obligations. 

Section  3. — Shortly  after  Party  Conventions  national 
language  conferences  shall  be  held.  These  conferences 
shall  formulate  plans  for  education  and  propaganda  in 
their  respective  languages,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Central  Executive  Committee.  All  actions  of  these 
conferences  shall  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the  decisions 
of  the  Party  Convention  and  the  Central  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  4. — Each  Language  Conference  shall  elect  a 
bureau  of  from  five  to  seven  members  and  alternates. 
The  bureau  shall  elect  the  editors  and  officers  and  shall 
supervise  all  activities  of  their  respective  language 
sections,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Central  Executive 
Committee. 

Section  5. — The  C.  E.  C.  may  appoint  a  fraternal 
member  to  every  language  section  bureau  meeting,  with 
voice  but  no  vote. 

Section  6. — The  Bureau  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint 
district  language  section  organizers,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Central  Executive*  Committee.  All 
organizers  shall  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Party 
District  Organizers  in  various  districts. 

Section  7. — National  Language  Bureaux  shall  translate 
and  transmit  all  statements,  circulars  and  communica- 
tions addressed  to  the  membership  by  the  Central  Execu- 
tive Committee  within  one  week  after  their  receipt. 

Section  7a. — Language  branches  shall  purchase  their 
dues  stamps  from  the  National  Bureaux  of  the  language 
branches.  The  National  Bureau  shall  purchase  dues 
stamps  from  the  C.E.C.  at  20  cents  each  and  sell  same  to 
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its  branches  at  price  to  be  determined  at  the  Language 
Section  Conference.  The  branch  shall  sell  same  to  mem- 
bers at  50  cents  each.  The  national  office  shall  remit 
to  the  district  organization  five  cents,  and  to  the  city 
local  five  cents,  for  each  stamp  sold  to  language  section. 

Section  7b. — The  National  Language  Bureaux  shall  - 
account  to  the  C.E.C.  regularly  for  all  funds  entrusted 
to  them  and  shall  make  regular  financial  reports  to  the 
C.E.C.  Special  assessments  may  also  be  levied  by  the 
National  Language  Bureaux  on  the  membership  with 
the  approval  of  the  C.E.C. 

Section  8  (a) — Language  Bureaux  and  Language  Sec- 
tions shall  have  no  power  to  suspend,  expel  or  reorganize 
affiliations.  All  disciplinary  powers  are  vested  exclusively 
in  the  regular  Party  organization  machinery. 

(b) — Language  Bureaux  and  Sections  may 
recommend  such  suspension,  expulsion  or  reorganization 
to  the  Party  units  having  jurisdiction. 

Article  X. 
DISCIPLINE 

Section  1. — All  decisions  of  the  governing  bodies  of 
the  Party  shall  be  binding  upon  the  membership  and 
subordinate  units  of  the  organization. 

Section  2  — Any  member  or  organization,  violating 
the  decisions  of  the  Party,  shall  be  subject  to  suspension 
or  expulsion  by  the  organization  which  has  jurisdiction. 
Charges  against  members  shall  be  made  before  branches, 
subject  to  appeal  by  either  side  to  the  City  Central 
Committee,  or  District  Executive  Committee  where 
there  is  no  City  Central  Committee.  Charges  against  a 
branch  shall  be  made  before  the  City  Central  Committee, 
or  District  Executive  Committee  where  there  is  no  City 
Central  Committee.  Decisions  of  the  City  Central 
Committee,  in  the  case  of  branches,  shall  be  subject  to 
revision  by  the  District  Executive  Committee.  Charges 
against  District  Organizations  shall  be  made  before  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Section  3. — Each  unit  of  the  party  shall  restrict  its 
activities  to  the  territory  it  represents. 
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Section  4. — A  member  who  desires  to  transfer  mem- 
bership to  another  branch,  shall  have  a  transfer  card 
from  the  financial  secretary  or  organizer  of  the  branch. 
No  branch  shall  receive  a  member  from  another  branch 
without  such  transfer  card;  and  upon  presentation  of 
the  card,  the  secretary  of  the  branch  receiving  same, 
shall  make  inquiries  about  the  standing  of  the  member 
to  the  secretary  issuing  the  card. 

Section  5. — All  Party  units  shall  use  uniform  applica- 
tion cards,  dues  books,  and  accounting  records,  which 
shall  be  printed  by  the  National  Organization. 

Section  6. — Any  suspended  or  removed  member  of 
the  Central  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  right 
to  appeal  in  writing  or  in  person  to  the  next  National 
Party  Convention. 

Section  7. — All  members  of  the  Workers'  Party, 
eligible  to  join  a  labor  union,  must  join  and  actively 
participate  in  the  affairs  of  the  labor  union  of  their  occupa- 
tion, in  conformity  with  the  decisions  of  the  Party. 

Article  XL 
DUES 

Section  1. — Each  applicant  for  membership  shall  pay 
initiation  fees  of  fifty  cents,  which  shall  be  receipted  for 
by  an  initiation  stamp  furnished  by  the  C.E.C.  Twenty- 
five  cents  shall  go  to  the  National  Organization  and 
twenty-five  cents  to  the  branch. 
-  Section  2. — Each  member  shall  pay  50  cents  per 
month  in  dues  stamps,  which  shall  be  sold  to  the  District 
Organizations  by  the  National  Organization  at  15  cents 
each.  District  Organizations  shall  sell  stamps  to  the 
City  Central  Committee  and  to  the  branches  where 
there  is  no  City  Central  Committee,  at  20  cents.  City 
Central  Committees  shall  sell  stamps  to  branches  at  30 
cents  each. 

Section  3. — Special  assessments  may  be  levied  by 
the  National  Convention  or  Central  Executive  Com- 
mittee. No  member  shall  be  considered  in  good  standing 
unless  he  purchases  such  special  assessment  stamps. 

Section  4. — Husband  and  wife,  belonging  to  the  same 
branch,  may  purchase  dual  stamps,  which  shall  be  sold 
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at  the  same  price  as  the  regular  stamps.  Special  assess- 
ments must  be  paid  by  both  husband  and  wife. 

Section  5. — Members  unable  to  pay  dues  on  account 
of  unemployment,  strikes,  sickness,  or  for  similar  reasons, 
shall,  upon  application  to  their  financial  secretary,  be 
furnished  with  exemption  stamps. 

Section  6. — Members  who  are  three  months  in  arrears 
in  payment  of  their  dues,  shall  cease  to  be  members  of 
the  Party  in  good  standing.  Members  who  are  six 
months  in  arrears,  shall  be  stricken  from  the  rolls.  No 
member  shall  pay  dues  in  advance  for  a  period  of  more 
than  three  months. 


Article  XII. 
HEADQUARTERS 

Section  1. — The  National  Headquarters  of  the  Party 
shall  be  located  in  the  city  designated  by  the  Convention. 


Article  XIII. 
QUALIFICATIONS 

Section  1. — Members  of  the  Central  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Executive  Secretary,  Editor,  and  all  candidates 
for  a  political  office,  must  have  been  members  of  the 
Party  for  two  years  at  the  time  of  their  nomination ;  or 
members  in  a  chartered  organization ;  or  held  membership 
in  any  organization  affiliating  as  a  body  within  sixty 
days  after  the  Convention. 

Section  2. — All  members  to  fill  office  of  District  Com- 
mittees, shall  be  members  for  one  year  prior  to  their 
candidacy.  Delegates  to  the  City  Central  Committee 
shall  be  members  of  the  Party  for  at  least  six  months; 
branch  organizers  and  other  officers  shall  be  members 
of  the  branch  for  three  months  before  they  can  become 
candidates  for  office.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to 
branch  officers  or  City  Central  delegates  of  newly  organ- 
ized branches. 
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RESOLUTION  OF  POLICY  ON  LABOR 
UNIONS 


i.  ;^s-19^^1 

The  trade  union  movement  of  Canada,  in  common 
with  the  trade  union  movement  of  the  world,  is  exper- 
iencing the  gravest  crisis  in  its  history.  Already,  before 
the  world  war,  the  policies  and  structure  of  the  trade 
unions  were  being  proved  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
growing  concentration  and  solidarity  of  capital.  But 
the  changes  wrought  in  the  very  basis  of  capitalism,  as 
a  result  of  the  world  war,  have  made  it  impossible  to 
postpone  any  longer  a  re-examination  and  solution  of 
the  problems  that  confront  the  trade  union  movement, 
particularly  the  problems  of  policy  and  organization. 

In  order  to  re-establish  the  equilibrium  of  capitalism, 
the  capitalist  class  has  launched  a  general  offensive  for 
the  reduction  of  the  workers'  living  standards,  making 
at  the  same  time,  a  determined  onslaught  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  trade  union  movement  itself.  Utterly  un- 
prepared for  this  attack,  the  trade  unions  are  almost 
everywhere  in  disorderly  retreat.  All  along  the  line, 
wage  reductions  are  being  enforced,  with  only  the  slight- 
est resistance  on  the  part  of  the  unions.  With  equal 
helplessness,  the  trade  unions  face  the  problem  of  un- 
employment. Unless  the  unions  begin  to  understand 
that  the  era  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  in  the  class 
struggle  is  past,  and  recognize  the  changed  conditions 
of  the  struggle  between  capital  and  labor,  there  is  danger 
that  the  efforts  of  the  capitalist  class  will  succeed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  most  vital  task  which 
confronts  the  working  class  is  the  establishment  of  a 
united  front  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  the  capitalist 
class.  It  follows  that  the  role  of  the  labor  unions  in 
the  building  up  of  this  united  front  is  to  bring  about 
the  co-ordination  and  consolidation  of  the  entire  labor 
union  movement  of  the  country,  on  the  basis  of  militant 
struggle.  Not  only,  however,  is  this  consolidation  neces- 
sary, but  equally  essential  is  the  international  organiza- 
tion of  all  the  militant  unions  of  the  wrorld.  The  only 
force  that  has  proven  itself  capable  of  recognizing  the 
needs  of  the  trade  union  movement,  imposed  by  the 
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changed  conditions,  and  capable  of  rallying  all  the  mil- 
itant forces  of  the  world  labor  movement,  is  the  Red 
International  of  Labor  Unions. 

II. 

To  accomplish  the  tasks  indicated  above,  not  only 
must  the  policy  pursued  by  some  groups  in  the  past,  of 
seeking  to  revolutionize  the  labor  movement  by  splitting 
away  to  form  new  ideal  unions,  be  completely  abandoned ; 
not  only  must  dual  unionism  be  vigorously  combatted, 
but  all  tendencies  to  consolidate  the  trade  union  move- 
ment by  amalgamating  the  related  crafts  on  the  basis 
of  one  union  for  each  industry,  must  be  positively  fostered 
within  the  existing  trade  unions.  Toward  this  end,  the 
membership  of  the  Workers'  Party  will  work  in  co- 
operation with  all  militant  elements  in  the  unions  for 
the  formation  and  development  of  a  Left  Wing  therein. 

Along  with  this  effort  towards  the  formation  of  in- 
dustrial uni6ns,  goes  the  policy  of  strengthening  the  local 
and  district  councils  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating 
the  activities  of  the  various  labor  unions  in  matters 
confined  to  the  local  situation.  In  all  localities  and 
industries  where  the  old  trade  unions  are  definitely  the 
predominant  bodies,  the  Workers'  Party  will  oppose 
all  dual  unions  or  secessionist  efforts.  In  localities  or 
industries  where  the  independent  unions  have  achieved 
some  measure  of  constructive  organization  and  where 
the  old  trade  unions  are  weak,  the  membership  of  the 
Workers'  Party  will  work  within  their  respective  organ- 
izations for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  united  action 
in  all  struggles,  while  seeking  at  the  same  time  to  bring 
about  their  unification  with  the  general  labor  union 
movement.  In  those  instances  where,  for  various  rea- 
sons, the  dominant  union  is  outside  the  general  labor 
union  movement,  the  Workers'  Party  will  support  such 
unions  in  all  regular  organization  matters,  while  endeav- 
oring^ at  the  same  time,  to  align  them  with  the  general 
organized  movement. 

The  Workers'  Party  calls  attention  to  the  difference 
in  function  between  the  Workers'  Party  and  the  labor 
unions.  The  unions  necessarily  include  even  the  most 
backward  and  politically  unconscious  elements  of  the 
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working  class.  The  Workers'  Party,  on  the  other  hand, 
confines  its  membership  to  the  more  politically  conscious. 
Nevertheless  the  attitude  of  seeming  political  neutrality, 
adopted  by  the  trade  unions  that  really  plays  into  the  hands 
of  the  capitalist  class,  must  be  abandoned,  and  the  trade 
unions  brought  into  alignment  with  the  militant  inter- 
national labor  movement,  finding  its  expression  in  the 
Red  International  of  Labor  Unions.  The  membership 
of  the  Workers'  Party  will  assist  in  the  consolidation  of 
the  labor  unions  on  militant  lines  by  permeating  these 
organizations  with  a  revolutionary  spirit,  exposing  the 
reactionary  and  treacherous  policies  of  the  labor  union 
bureaucracy,  stimulating  the  sense  of  aggressive  rank 
and  file  control,  and  resisting  to  the  utmost  the  expulsion 
of  militants  and  the  splitting  up  of  the  unions  in  general. 


RESOLUTION  ON  UNEMPLOYMENT 

Under  the  present  system,  there  have  always  been 
recurrent  financial  and  industrial  crises,  accompanied 
by  widespread  unemployment,  and  followed  by  periods 
of  comparative  prosperity.  In  the  past,  these  crises 
have  been  due  to  over-production.  In  the  present  crisis, 
however,  it  is  mainly  the  United  States  and  Canada 
which  are  suffering  from  over-production;  Europe  is 
actually  suffering  from  a  condition  of  under-production; 
from  the  destruction  of  the  means  of  production  and  of 
productive  forces.  This  peculiar  form  of  the  present 
crisis  is  directly  due  to  the  havoc  wrought  by  four  years 
of  world  war,  such  havoc  as  has  undermined  the  very 
foundations  of  the  present  system,  bringing  in  its  train 
untold  misery  and  want  to  the  working  class  of  all  coun- 
tries. 

In  their  efforts  to  save  their  system  from  collapse 
(witness  the  succession  of  international  conferences,  etc.), 
the  capitalist  authorities  and  business  interests  have 
launched  a  ruthless  offensive  against  the  workers'  living 
standards — those  standards  which  were  built  up  and 
maintained  during  years  of  organization  and  struggle. 
The  only  conclusion  from  the  proposition  that  there  will 
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always  be  unemployment  under  this  profit  system,  is 
that  those  who  own,  govern,  and  control  should  them- 
selves bear  the  brunt  of  the  breakdown  of  their  system. 
Yet  the  very  opposite  course  is  pursued;  the  burden  of 
the  crisis  is  being  shifted  in  the  form  of  wage  reductions 
and  unemployment  to  the  shoulders  of  the  workers — 
the  class  least  responsible  for  the  debacle. 

Unless,  therefore,  the  employed,  part-time  employed, 
and  unemployed  establish  a  solid  united  front  of  resist  - 
ence  to  all  further  aggressions  of  the  capitalist  class, 
there  is  no  saying  to  what  low  coolie  standards  of  living 
organized  and  unorganized  labor  will  be  forced  down. 

Although  realizing  that,  under  Capitalism,  there  can 
be  no  permanent  betterment  of  the  lot  of  the  working 
class,  nevertheless,  the  Workers'  P^arty  of  Canada, 
identifying  itself  with  the  struggle  of  the  masses  arising 
from  their  daily  needs,  will  assist  to  rally  them  to  press 
for  the  following  demands: 

1.  The  provision  of  public  works  at  full  union  rates 
of  wages  by  government  authorities. 

2.  (a)  Unemployment    maintenance,    following  the 

precedent  instituted  in  Great  Britain  after 
the  war.  In  addition  to  a  flat  rate,  unem- 
ployed workers  shall  receive  additional  pay 
for  dependents,  the  total  to  be  not  less  than 
the  figures  quoted  in  the  Labor  Gazette  of 
Canada  as  the  average  living  wage  for  a  fam- 
ily. Monies  to  be  paid  through  committees 
elected  by  the  Labor  Unions  and  the  un- 
employed. 

(b)  Partial  unemployment  grants,  sufficient  to 
supplement  part-time  wages  in  order  that 
the  total  income  shall  be  equal  to  the  un- 
employment wages  stated  above. 

3.  Cessation  of  all  interest  payments  on  War  Bonds 
of  over  $500.00  amount,  until  unemployment  payments 
have  been  fully  met  by  the  authorities. 

4.  As  a  means  of  creating  employment,  the  immediate 
fostering  of  trade  with  Soviet  Russia,  and  the  extension 
of  Government  credits  to  facilitate  same. 

WORK  OR  FULL  MAINTENANCE! 
WORKERS  OF  THE  WORLD,  UNITE! 
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RESOLUTION  ON  THE  WORKERS' 
PARTY  AND  THE  FARMERS 

The  Workers'  Party  of  Canada  recognizes,  in  the 
recent  political  development  of  the  Farmers'  movement, 
as  expressed  through  the  United  Farmers'  organizations 
throughout  the  country,  a  distinct  effort  to  combat  the 
policies  of  capitalist  interests  where  such  interests  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  bulk  of  the  middle-class  farmers, 
who  are  just  becoming  conscious  of  the  domination  of 
economic  and  political  life  by  the  capitalist  class. 

Unfortunately,  the  farmers  are  suffering  from  "demo- 
cratic" illusions  ;  they  cannot  grasp  that  the  mere  control 
of  the  parliamentary  administration  is  insufficient  to 
enable  them  to  fight  the  big  interests  who  are  entrenched 
economically.  Unfortunately,  too,  experiences  have 
shown  that,  where  the  clash  of  interests  is  between 
Capital  and  Labor,  the  farmers  tend  to  side  with  Capital. 

Because  the  Workers'  Party  understands  that  the 
common  enemy  of  both  the  farmers  and  the  industrial 
workers  is  CAPITALISM,  it  will  try  to  foster  and  co- 
operate with  any  tendencies  in  the  farmers'  movement 
toward  a  clear  recognition  that  the  industrial  workers 
and  the  farmers  have  interests  in  common  against  Cap- 
italism. 

We  recognize,  however,  that  our  common  interests, 
as  workers,  are  shared  chiefly  by  the  lower  middle-class 
farmer,  the  poor  farmer,  and  the  agricultural  laborer, 
and  that  the  class  of  wealthy  farmers  possess  capitalistic 
ideas  and  ambitions  which  make  it  our  enemy. 

As  the  economic  position  of  the  class  of  wealthy 
farmers  has  expanded,  the  reforms  advocated  by  the 
political  organizations  of  the  farmers  in  general  have 
become  less  drastic.  The  Patrons  of  Industry,  1890, 
and  the  Non-Partisan  League  of  1915,  wanted  abolition 
of  the  Canadian  senate;  while  the  New  National  Policy, 
as  adopted  by  the  organized  farmers  of  Canada  in  the 
Farmers'  Platform,  drafted  and  issued  by  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  1918,  recommends  reform  of  the 
federal  senate.  The  growth  of  their  economic  interests 
compels  the  wealthy  farmer  class  to  support  the  political 
institutions  of  capitalism.    Following  the  lead  of  older 
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capitalistic  political  parties,  the  Farmers'  Party  has  re- 
peatedly repudiated  all  desire  and  intention  on  their 
part  to  legislate  particularly  to  their  own  advantage. 
They  also  use  "the  fiction  of  national  representation," 
and  the  Farmers'  Platform  becomes  the  New  National 
Policy  of  the  Progressive  Party,  192  i. 

In  spite  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  commercial  com- 
panies of  the  farmers,  in  both  Eastern  and  Western  Can- 
ada, during  the  past  ten  years — notwithstanding  all  efforts 
directed  towards  co-operative  buying  and  selling  of 
farm  products — the  small  farmer  finds  himself  no  better 
off  financially.  He  is  a  co-sufferer  with  the  industrial 
worker  during  the  periods  of  business  depression.  In 
his  organized  efforts  to  better  his  condition,  he  is  being 
deluded  and  led  down  the  blind  alley  of  Parliament- 
arism by  his  political  leaders. 

Our  Party  will  carry  a  propaganda  through  the 
agricultural  areas,  to  place  the  revolutionary  workers' 
point  of  view  before  the  farmers,  in  order  to  create  an 
understanding  of,  and  sympathy  with,  the  workers'  side 
of  the  struggle  against  Capitalism. 

To  the  mass  of  small  farmers,  who  are  dominated 
and  exploited  by  the  large  capitalist  interests,  either 
agricultural  or  industrial  (e.g.,  banks,  mortgage,  imple- 
ment, railroad,  and  elevator  companies,  etc.),  we  say 
that  they  can  only  fiee  themselves  from  their  present 
servitude  by  abolishing  the  capitalist  system,  and  estab- 
lishing a  Workers'  Republic. 
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